
Even chess is a business, dear reader, as shown by this 
week’s news that the owners of prominent website 
chess.com have offered $US82.5m to buy Play Magnus 
Group, a company associated with world champ 
Magnus Carlsen. Play Magnus includes another chess-
playing website, Chess24, and Chessable, which 
specialises in chess books and online courses. 
Apparently Carlsen and the Play Magnus management 
are happy with the offer, and the deal should be 
finalised soon. Dinosaurs like yours truly can remember 
the days when chess was largely non-commercial, with 
a few amateurish websites run by enthusiasts. Times 
have changed.

Meanwhile, French-Iranian prodigy Alireza Firouzja 
and his compatriate Maxime Vachier-Lagrave have won 
the first stage of the Saint Louis Rapid & Blitz with 
5.5/9, ahead of a stellar field: Sam Shankland 5; Jeffery 
Xiong, Ian Nepomniachtchi and Shakhriyar 
Mamedyarov 4.5; Levon Aronian, Fabiano Caruana and 
Leinier Dominguez Perez 4; Hikaru Nakamura 3.5.

Another prodigy, India’s Arjun Erigaisi, has scored an 
impressive victory at the Abu Dhabi Masters with 7.5/9, 
ahead of Javokhir Sindarov on 7 and Jorden Van 
Foreest on 6.5. The win has propelled the 18-year-old 
to 25th spot in the world rankings.

Closer to home, Bahman Kargosha won the NSWCA 
August Weekender with 6.5/7, ahead of Cameron 
McGowan on 6.

Pouya Idani (Iran)-Bobby Cheng (Australia),  
Olympiad, Chennai

1.e4 e5 2.d4 exd4 3.Nf3 Bb4+ 4.c3 dxc3 5.Nxc3 
Nf6 6.e5 Ne4 7.Qd4 Bxc3+ 8.bxc3 d5 9.Ba3 c5 
10.Bxc5 Nc6 11.Bb5 Qa5 12.a4 Bd7 13.Bxc6 Bxc6 
14.Bb4 Qa6 15.Nh4 O-O-O 16.Nf5 Kb8 17.f3 Ng5 
18.Kf2 Ne6 19.Qe3 Qc4 20.Nd6 Qh4+ 21.g3 Qh5 
22.h4 f6 23.g4 Qg6 24.h5 Qc2+ 25.Kg3 Ng5 26.exf6 
gxf6 27.Rh2 Qb3 28.Nb5 a6 29.Qf4+ Ka8 30.Nc7+ 
Ka7 31.Bc5+ b6 (See diagram, below left) 32.Nb5+ 
Ka8 33.Qc7 Ne4+ 34.fxe4 Bxb5 35.axb5 Qxc3+ 36.
Kh4 Qxa1 37.Qc6+ Kb8 38.Qxb6+ Kc8 39.Qc6+ Kb8 
40.Ba7+ 1-0

This week’s problem (below right): Sam Loyd, 1889. 
Mate in two.

Last week’s solution: 1.Rc2 (threat: Bb2#) Bxc2+ 2.
Kc1 f2 3.Bxb2#

too many cooks
Again, they ruined the BROTH by juggling its 
ingredients to produce THROB instead! What are the 
other foods ruined?
ORBLETS	 UNPASTE	
HARMONICAS	 SCUTTLE	
BEARD

rebus

common grounds
If Golf / Camera = BIRDIE, then what do the following 
have in common?
• Football / Fishing = ?
• Cricket / Young Lady = ?
• Hockey / Shakespearean play = ?
• Lawn bowls / Deck of Cards = ?

pick the odd one out

circuit breaker
feel feet felt fennel fete flee 
fleet flense flue fluent flute 
fuel funnel fuse fusee fusel 
fuss left netful self tuneful 
TUNEFULNESS unfelt useful

brain trainers 
odd one out: 4; 
too many cooks:  lobster, 
peanuts, maraschino, cutlets, 
bread; 
rebus:  backhanders; 
common grounds:  tackle; 
maiden; puck; jack; 
cryptosum:  18 (2 + 1 + 6 + 9)
Full solution 2 3 9 5, 5 1 4 7,  
3 7 6 , 1 2 8 9
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advanced, yesterday

easy, yesterday

tip If two lines have all but one symbol in common and 
the difference between the line totals is eight, then the 
different symbols must represent one and nine.
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3 6 1 8 7 2 9 4 5
7 5 4 6 1 9 8 3 2
2 9 8 3 5 4 7 6 1
4 7 6 2 8 5 3 1 9
9 3 5 1 4 6 2 8 7
1 8 2 7 9 3 4 5 6
6 2 7 5 3 8 1 9 4
8 1 9 4 6 7 5 2 3
5 4 3 9 2 1 6 7 8

6 3 2 9 1 5 8 7 4
7 5 9 6 8 4 3 2 1
8 4 1 2 3 7 5 6 9
2 6 8 1 7 9 4 5 3
5 9 4 8 2 3 7 1 6
3 1 7 4 5 6 9 8 2
4 7 5 3 6 1 2 9 8
9 8 6 5 4 2 1 3 7
1 2 3 7 9 8 6 4 5

1 2 3 4
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Each symbol represents a different digit from 1 to 9. The 
sum of the digits in each row and column is shown. Can 
you work out which digit each symbol stands for? When 
you have replaced each symbol in the square, find the 
sum of the numbers along the diagonal line that starts 
in the top left-hand corner.

cryptosum

a  b  c  d  e  f  g  h

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

a  b  c  d  e  f  g  h

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

You can count three hearts tricks, two spades, two 
diamonds and a club for a total of eight. The extra trick 
could come from a 3-3 break in diamonds or spades. 
Failing that, there is always the club finesse. How 
would you play?

Hopefully, you looked a little deeper. The contract  
is guaranteed without any even breaks or finesses.  
Just win the lead and play the ace and queen of clubs. 
They can win the king, but you win the return and  
cross to dummy in spades to lead the 10 of clubs.  
This establishes the nine as your ninth trick. They 
cannot stop you.

West	 North	E ast	S outh
—	 —	 —	 2NT
Pass	 3NT	 All pass

8532
AKJ
AK76
AQ

9
Q10643
Q1092
KJ5

QJ1064
95
J8
8732

South deals, 
both sides 
vulnerable

♠	
♥	
♦	
♣	

♠	
♥	
♦	
♣	

♠	
♥	
♦	
♣	

♠	
♥	
♦	
♣	

NORTH

SOUTH

EASTWEST

AK7
872
543
10964

“How can I get better,” is a lament that bridge teachers 
will often hear.

Bill Root was a great character on the American 
bridge scene, both as a player and a teacher.  He won 14 
national championships and when he was inducted 
into the American Bridge Hall of Fame in 1997, his 
citation read that he was perhaps the best-known 
bridge teacher in the world. It also said that he has 
probably taught the game to more people than anyone 
in history. His classes always pulled big numbers, up 
and down the East Coast of the US. He also stood out 
for more than just his bridge. He was 6’9” in height, 
lean and straight.

I had the pleasure of playing on a team with Root in a 
US national in the mid-1990s when he was in his mid-
70s. He died in 2002, aged 79. After each session, the 
team would repair to a bar to go through the hands, as 
bridge players do, but I would grab Bill and we would 
talk about teaching, which is also my passion. When I 
asked him what he says to newbies who are crying out 
for help, he said: “I tell them to start every day by going 
directly to the bathroom, stand in front of the mirror 
and practice saying no bid.”

Today’s deal comes from Root’s book, How to Play a 
Bridge Hand. West leads the four of hearts against 
three notrumps.


