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Obit u ary

Bobby Richman
June 30, 1950 - June 7, 2013

BOBBY was one of the most suc cess -
ful bridge play ers this coun try has 
known. But more than that, he

was an en gag ing man with a nat u ral
wit who was loved by ev ery one. He
was a storyteller who would never put 
peo ple down. Other than him self that
is. He of ten made fun of him self, with
his portly phy sique get ting more than
an oc ca sional men tion.

He died in his ho tel room in Hong
Kong, just be fore the start of the Asia
Pa cific Bridge Fed er a tion Cham pi on -
ships. He was due to com pete in the
se nior di vi sion with George Gaspar on 
the Ron Klinger team.

He was born in the USA in Cleve land,
Ohio. He talked early and walked late.
No sur prise there!

His fam ily was very close and he made 
fre quent trips home. He had one sib -
ling, his older sis ter Mary, who still
lives in the USA. They were great pals
dur ing their child hood, and they re -
mained close right un til the end. Mary
came to Aus tra lia three years ago,
when Bobby turned 60. His par ents,

who had owned a stall in the cen tral
mar ket of Cleve land, died within three 
weeks of each other in 1999.

He was in tro duced to bridge in 1967
when an aunty gave him a bridge book 
dur ing a short stay in hos pi tal. He took 
the game up with a ven geance and
quickly made his mark as one of the
young guns of Cleve land, mix ing with
the lead ing young play ers of his day.
He made a num ber of friend ships dur -
ing these days that re mained rel e vant
through out his life.

He first came to Aus tra lia in 1969 , to
pur sue a course in Man da rin at Mel -
bourne Uni ver sity. He was in ter ested
to see the world and he would never
think twice be fore em bark ing on a new 
ad ven ture. This was his na ture. Nev er -
the less, it should be noted that they
were draft ing young Amer i cans to
serve in Viet nam at this time. This had
not es caped his attention.

His first en coun ter with bridge in Aus -
tra lia was when he ap proached the
Mel bourne uni ver sity bridge club stall
on ori en ta tion day. This brought him

into con tact with the bright young
play ers of the day, in clud ing Di Smart
who was on the desk at the time. 

As you can imag ine, he was a great as -
set to the com mu nity . Not only was he 
an es tab lished bridge player with a de -
tailed knowl edge of the lat est exotic
meth ods such as Lebensohl and Drury, 
but he was al ways great company. 

Di said that at first they could not un -
der stand why one of Amer ica's best
would be com ing to Mel bourne to
learn Chi nese. They came to the ob vi -
ous con clu sion that he was a CIA spy.

He and Di soon formed a part ner ship
us ing the fast and loose bid ding style
that would be come the Richman trade -
mark and  they did very well. Their
high light was win ning the In ter state
teams in 1972, Bobby's first na tional
title. The Vic to rian team of Richman,
Smart, Ian McCance, Wal ter Lowen,
Vic tor Muntz, Wally Scott, npc Eric
Ramshaw, was given no chance
against the might of NSW - Tim Seres,
Dick Cummings, Denis Howard and
Roelof Smilde so this vic tory brought
Richman to the na tional stage. 

Af ter this, he made fre quent trips to
Dou ble Bay in Syd ney to mix with
these play ers and play rub ber bridge.
By the mid 1970s he had re lo cated to
Dou ble Bay, where he would stay for
the rest of his life, apart from a nine
month stint sell ing steel back in the
USA in 1989. Bobby in 1979 with Mary, his sis ter, and Mitch, his fa ther
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Gam bling on horses was very much a
part of the Dou ble Bay scene, with Tim,
Dick and Roelof lead ing the way and
Ste phen Bur gess com ing on the scene in 
1981. Bobby fit ted right in. He was a
reg u lar vis i tor to the track in the early
days and then to lo cal pubs when they
took over the TAB role, of fer ing com -
plete cov er age of the races with good
bet ting fa cil i ties. He never had a lot of
money but whenever he hit the jack pot
it was cav iar and the best French
Champagne all around.

 His only other ven ture out side of
bridge was trad ing op tions. In the mid
1980s he  acquired a seat on the floor of 
the  Sydney op tions ex change in part -
ner ship with Alan Woods, the OzOne
do nor. This was in the days when the
trad ers would stand on the floor and
match their wits, long be fore com put -
ers would take over this role. He was
in the All Ords pit, sur rounded by
about 25 young trad ers, most of them
not long out of uni ver sity. 

They called Bobby "sway." It’s not easy 
be ing on your feet all day! 

He did well in his new ca reer un til he
was taken out by the Global Fi nan cial
Crisis of 1987.

His main ca reer was as a bridge pro -
fes sional and he re mained as ac tive as
ever right un til the end with a full
book of tour na ment com mit ments and
more than two reg u lar club games per
week in Dou ble Bay.

He was al ways pop u lar with women,
as you would ex pect for some one who
was such good com pany, but it was
only when he met Deb Guthrie ten
years ago, while she was di rect ing at
the Grand Slam Bridge Cen tre in Dou -
ble Bay, that he set tled down in a
happy, lov ing re la tion ship. His in ter est 
in horses sub sided as they en joyed do -
ing ev ery thing to gether and he was
very con tented. They even played five
ses sions of bridge to gether dur ing
Bobby’s last month.

At the bridge ta ble, Bobby was very
ag gres sive in the bid ding and he was a 
fine card player. But the strength that
set him apart was the way he han dled
his part ners. He was the best. 

He treated all of his part ners with
kind ness and re spect, no mat ter
whether they were an ex pert or a be -
gin ner. And he never lost his sense of 
op ti mism at the ta ble, even when bad 
re sults were com ing. To quote a line
he of ten used, "It ain’t over un til the
fat lady sings."

This made him a for mi da ble com pet i -
tor, as his re sults quickly show.

On the in ter na tional front, he and
Zoly Nagy won the sil ver medal at
IMP pairs at the world cham pi on ship
in Ve ro na in 2006 and he won the
gold medal at the Maccabiah Games
in Is rael in 1985 with Jim Borin. He
twice won the New Zea land teams.
He played in one Olym piad, reach ing 
the round of 16. He played in four
Ber muda Bowls, com ing third in 1979.

He rep re sented Aus tra lia with An drew
Reiner, Ste phen Bur gess, Ishmael
Del'Monte, Mat thew Thomson, John
Lester, Dick Cummings, Tim Seres,
Seamus Browne, Rob ert Fruewirth,
and George Gaspar.

On the home front he is the great est
masterpoint win ner of all time. His
 national ti tles in clude:

9 Open Team Play offs from 1979 to 2008
3 Se niors Team Play offs
4 Au tumn Na tional Open Teams
Aus tra lian Open But ler 1982
6 Blue Rib bon Pairs
2 Dick Cummings Open Swiss Pairs
7 Gold Coast Open Pairs from 1981 to1998
9 Gold Coast Open Teams from 1976 to 1997
3 Grand Na tional Open Teams
3 In ter state Open Pairs
5 In ter state Open Teams from 1972 to 1985
Na tional Open Teams: 1975, 1976, 1991
5 Spring Na tional Open Teams
6 Vic tor Cham pion Cups

When he got on a roll, he was a hard
man to hold back. In 1994 we played the
Vic tor Cham pion Cup in Mel bourne,
when it was a pairs event. Af ter sev -
eral ses sions of qual i fy ing, 28 pairs
would ad vance to the fi nal. We were
the very last pair to qual ify. But once
in the fi nal Bobby got crack ing, as only 
he could, and we scored no less than
81.5% in the first ses sion of the fi nal.
We fol lowed it up with a mod est 54%
to win by the length of the straight.

Bobby loved three notrumps.  He
made a hand some profit from ap ply -
ing the Bob Hamman rule. - choose
3NT when ever it is on the list. 

In 2005, Bobby played the Caven dish
Pairs in Las Ve gas with Zoly Nagy. Af -
ter two ses sions, they were ly ing 40th
out of 44. Then in the last three ses -
sions they hauled them selves up to
sixth place where they earned $60,000.
This was no small ef fort in what was a
truly world class field. They must have 
en joyed some good luck but they also
made a lot of good de ci sions.

On the next two deals they beat vir tu -
ally ev ery one when Bobby turned his
back on good fits and chose 3NT.

N/All ]T
[AKT94
}AKJ32
{74

]A765 ]K432
[– [J7532
}T97 }654
{AKT532 {6

]QJ98
[Q86
}Q8
{QJ98

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Nagy Richman

1{ 1 pass 1] 2

2{ 2[ pass 3NT
all pass

1. Moscito, 15+ any shape.
2. A bal anced hand.

Bobby the Texas rancher: "I'll give you
six months to get off my land."
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Bobby could see there was a fit in
hearts but he did n’t fancy game in
hearts with all those quacks (queens
and jacks!). So he backed his judge -
ment and tried 3NT.

This pro duced a wind fall re sult. Bobby 
made his three notrumps with ease
while all the other de clar ers were toil -
ing away in the ill-fated four hearts.
West cashed his three top win ners and
played a third club, leav ing de clarer
wrecked by the foul heart break. 

E/EW ]K876
[QJ654
}KT4
{6

]92 ]AQ43
[A7 [T2
}J9 }7653
{T987542 {KJ3

]JT5
[K985
}AQ82
{AQ

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Nagy Richman

1{
2{ 2[ pass 3NT
all pass

This time Bobby opened 1{ on the
South cards and West over called 2{.
Zoly re sponded 2[ and Richman fig -
ured this was an other good time to
es chew the proven ma jor suit fit in fa -
vour of notrumps. He leapt to 3NT so
that the club lead would come around
to his ace-queen. It was a sim ple mat -
ter to win the club lead, drive out the
[A and take four heart tricks, four di a -
monds and two clubs for an over trick.

Mean while, the other de clar ers, who
were all play ing 4[ from North, did
not fare so well. East led a club, taken
by the ace. De clarer played a trump
but West hopped in with the ace and
made a des per ate switch to spades. It
was West’s lucky day when East could 
take two spade tricks and de liver a
spade ruff for one down. This meant
that Bobby had earned an other large
bun dle of imps.

In 1985 and 2005 Bobby went to Lon -
don to play in the big rub ber bridge
game. They were play ing for no less
than 100 pounds per hun dred, about

ten times the stake of the rub ber bridge 
game in Dou ble Bay, which con tin ues
on a daily ba sis to this day. The game
had reg u lars like Zia Mahmood, Mi -
chael Courtney and Gun nar Halberg
with reg u lar vis its from many of the
best play ers in the world, so you had
to work for your money. Bobby did
pretty well and he cer tainly had his
share of ex cite ment. 

Find ing the king of trumps on this
hand was worth $6,000. You might like 
to try it as a prob lem.

]Q732
[—
}AK54
{QJ872

]AJT84
[42
}QJ3
{AK3

East deals, both sides vul ner a ble
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

 3[ 3]
4[ 6] dbl pass
pass rdbl all pass

West leads the {4. East-West are a top
class part ner ship so you know what
East’s dou ble is all about. Dou ble of a
slam is played by good play ers as a
 request for part ner to find an un usual
lead. Sure enough, East trumps the
club lead with the ]5, and ex its [A.

You trump in dummy and play the
]Q. East fol lows with a low spade. Do

you play low, hop ing that East has the
king, or do you rise with the ace, play -
ing West to hold the bare king?

Mak ing 6] re dou bled is worth 2070
and two down is -1,000. At 100 pounds 
a hun dred, that’s a profit of AUS
$6,000 for get ting it right, for both you
and your part ner. How can you tell?

There is no iron clad ev i dence but there 
are use ful clues. If East held 

]Kxx [AKxxxxx }xxx {--

he might have opened 4[, not 3[. If
West held 

]x [Qxxx }xxx {xxxxx

he might have bid more than 4[ the
first time. These in di ca tions might
sway you to play West for the bare ]K.

]Q732
[—
}AK54
{QJ872

]K ]965
[QT95 [AKJ8763
}876 }T92
{T9654 {—

]AJT84
[42
}QJ3
{AK3

That’s what Bobby did. He rose with
the ]A and dropped the king to make
his con tract. I'll bet it was a mem o ra ble 
din ner that night, with the best French
wine!
On the next hand, Bobby was de fend -
ing with Tim Seres.

Bobby and Deb
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W/All ]865
[JT85
}AQT
{KJ3

]KJ972 ]T43
[KQ [A9762
}87 }5
{A962 {QT75

]AQ
[43
}KJ96432
{84

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
Richman Prescott Seres Otvosi

1] pass 2] 3}
pass 3] pass 3NT
all pass

Bobby kept the de fen sive hopes alive
by lead ing the king of hearts. It now all 
came down to Tim. To beat 3NT for
sure he has to over take with the ace of
hearts and shoot back a spade. 

This is no easy play and it was missed
at the ta ble. When the king of hearts
held, Richman shifted to a low club
but Otvosi made the es sen tial play of
ris ing with the king to land his game.

It is worth not ing that the [K is an ex -
cel lent lead from Bobby. On a spade
lead de clarer has an easy nine tricks.
He was helped in his de ci sion to not
lead a spade by the bid ding. If Seres
had held a spade hon our he would no
doubt have dou bled 3].

Paul Marston

Meet ing Bobby Richman
I joined my school chums in Syd ney
for the pur pose of play ing rub ber
bridge. They ex cit edly told me of the
great Bobby Richman. As I un der stood 
them he liked to bid with re mark ably
lit tle, and if you gave him a bridge
prob lem he said, "Not for Ju niors".
Later I met Bobby at the ta bles and
 afterwards he gath ered we three
 together. "There is a tour na ment at
Syd ney Uni on Sunday; which of you
three can play Standard?"

Dan iel, who had only ever played Blue 
Club by the book, vol un teered. That
night Dan iel at tempted to learn stan -
dard but other fes tiv i ties en sued. So
they want he roic bid ding on noth ing
do they? Pe ter Rog ers of course prob a -
bly did n't but he got some any way. It
was a man's day's work, we stuck
Bobby with the en try fees, de liv ered
him into last place and af ter wards in
the tun nel un der Broad way sang him
some discordant Beatles.

With a straight face Bobby turned ex -
cit edly and said, "Can any of you three 
play an in stru ment?" Of course we
could n't, so he shook his head sadly
and said, "What a waste." That eve ning 
I ob served that we had fin ished last
with their hero, and that in deed the
strat egy of bid ding high with noth ing
had not turned a profit that day. "He
can't be as clever as you think," I ar -
gued, "he even thinks we can sing."

Hav ing taken his money, his mas ter-
points and fi nally de rided him to what 
I pre sumed were his only two fans, I
some what guilt ily ap proached the
great man the next day. He pulled
away as if in ter ror, then he leant back
and whis pered. "They can't… They
can't call those… bids ...canapés.
Canapés are nice things, that you eat".

Then I had a real game of bridge with
Bobby. Rub ber bridge four handed.
Allen Rich ard son, an other re cord
break ing overbidder, Julien Fahrer
who se ri ously had his bid. All three, it
tran spired, fab u lous card-play ers.
Quite gifted pen alty doublers too if I
re call rightly. Cer tainly I lost one hun -
dred points that night. Bobby and I
shared a taxi back to our places in Mill

The award for the best-played hand
of 1979 must surely go to Bob
Richman of Aus tra lia. 

The deal came up dur ing a rub ber
bridge game in Cleve land, Ohio,
Bobby's old home town. Play ing in
four hearts, he was fac ing four los ers 
but he found a clever way to re duce
them to just three.

S/EW ]A743
[AQ
}A7632
{Q4

]QT5 ]J982
[753 [98
}KQ }JT9
{K7652 {A983

]K6
[KJT642
}854
{JT

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

2[
pass 4[ all pass

West led the five of hearts and
Bobby looked set to lose two clubs
and two di a monds. Ad mit tedly the
di a mond suit could be es tab lished to 
provide two ex tra tricks but the trou -
ble was that the de fend ers would
sim ply take their club tricks be fore
the di a mond suit could be used.
Look ing at all four hands it is hard

to see how ten tricks can be made
against best de fence but Bobby
showed us how and he did it at the
ta ble. He took the ace of hearts and
played three more rounds of trumps
throw ing clubs from dummy: 

Bobby played
an other trump.
West dis carded 
a club, dummy
a di a mond and
East was in
trou ble. He
could n't af ford
to let go a
spade or de -
clarer would
es tab lish the fourth spade and he
could not af ford to let a di a mond go
so he threw the nine of clubs. Now
the de fence could not take both of
their club tricks and Bobby took ad -
van tage. He ducked a di a mond to
West who ex ited with a club to East's 
bare ace. East played a spade. 

Bobby won the king and played ace
and an other di a mond, es tab lish ing
the seven in dummy and leav ing
East on play. Hav ing noth ing but
spades, East played a spade to
dummy's ace, al low ing Bobby to
park the los ing club on the win ning
di a mond and make his game.

The Marston col umn in the Christchurch Star, De cem ber 26, 1979

] A743
[ —
} A7632
{ —

] QT5 ] J932
[ — [ —
} KQ } JT9
{ K765 { A9

] K6
[ 42
} 854
{ JT
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Hill Road. Bobby ob served that there
was no rush to pay him my losses but
that he would not play in a game with
me till I did. "You prom ise?" I asked. I
waited till he was liv ing in Perth to
surrender his forty two dollars.

Over the years I had many ex cit ing
hands against Bobby at rub ber bridge.
The two I best re mem ber were very
funny in deed.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
J Dalley Courtney Richman

1} pass 1]
pass 4] pass 4NT
pass 5[ dbl 5]
pass 6NT dbl all pass

At one time I used to ac com pany
Seamus and Bobby to walks on Bron te
Beach. This bridge deal was the only
other time I knew Bobby to take ex er -
cise. The auc tion is self-ex plan a tory, I
had the AQJ105 of hearts. Two aces
must be enough for a slam, so Dalley
cor rected to 6NT, to pro tect his clearly
vul ner a ble heart king. And I led…

And as I led, Bobby leapt from his
chair, bounced off one foot, pir ou et ted
and landed kneel ing, smil ing, arms
out stretched, "And whose lead was it?" 
he put his hand down. Of course
Bobby had Blackwooded so he plays
the notrumps too. 6NT dou bled made
thir teen tricks in stead of eight.

An other time Mary part ner ing me
against Tim and Bobby picked up
three small spades, a sin gle ton heart
the bare club ace and KQJ10 to eight
di a monds. Rea son ing that the {A, a
stop per, was just as good as the }A,
Mary opened 3NT show ing a solid mi -

nor and lit tle else. This slightly weird
stroke would work well when ever it
helped part ner to know that you had a
river of play ing tricks. Op po site I held 

]AKQJxx [Axx }Axxx {–

So I bid 7{. The boys had the nerve to
dou ble that and we sat it out with 7}
and 7NT freely avail able.

In Paris in 1985, we played from mid -
night till six in the morn ing. Bobby
played with Sam Lev and I with Piotr
Teschinski. You could have learnt to
swear in Pol ish, but Sam is gifted and
can in fact com plain quite poi gnantly
in Eng lish too. Whether the
match-game was gou lash I can't re call,
but all the nor mal gam bling at the Rue
Al fred De Friedland club was. Upon
our re turn to Syd ney Bobby talked the
af ter noon cut-in into play ing gou lash.
It was a brief and stormy game. Two
months later Bobby was ar gu ing for a
re turn to bridge.

Of course we did. Bobby was a mar vel -
lous sales man, as long as he liked the
prod uct. I went to St. Moritz with him
to dis cover that the bridge sea son was
long over. He was a great en thu si ast
for any thing that was new. Sell ing veg -
e ta ble cut ters, steel, even fu tures, but
the things he sold best were his fa vour -
ite things – bridge tour na ments and
food. In deed even as an adult Bobby
Richman was his own best cus tomer.
Few have played bridge in so many
events, at so many lev els, in so many
places as he.

Al though "Not for Ju niors!" is Bobby's
bat tle cry of long ago, Bobby re mained

a ju nior at heart, al ways dy ing to bid
early and "re move the slack" from the
auc tion.

Bobby was rarely hos tile, be yond mild 
sar casm, but could be very funny if
the need arose. Bobby came to Lon don 
to join me at rub ber bridge. "How do I 
deal with that Claude guy?" he asked,
al lud ing to Claude Rodrigue, one of
the great est of Brit ish play ers. "He
picks on me af ter ev ery board."

"Well, he thinks he's be ing kind giv ing 
you ad vice. But if you don't like it,
he's a bully – bully him back."

So I watched with in ter est as Bobby
and Claude draw against me and
Colin Simpson. Af ter an im per fect de -
fence Claude tells Bobby what he
should have done with his cards.
Bobby tells Claude what he can do
with his opin ions. 

"I've for got ten more about de fence
than you will ever know," re sponded
Claude.

Bobby agreed, "You sure have for got -
ten a lot."

Claude: "I played for Eng land for over
twenty years, for many of those years I 
was an au to matic se lec tion." 

Bobby: "You don't have to tell me that,
the min ute you said you'd made the
team I knew there would have to be
se lec tors!"

And af ter that they got along fine.
Claude had never seen those two cards 
trumped be fore. Since both were
 aggressive Acol los ing-trick-count
play ers they ac tu ally got along very
well in deed, and quite di rectly were
shar ing anal y ses with out ran cour.
Once again I was tempted to go into
the priest hood, but two fac tors mit i -
gated against it. Firstly I was n't
en tirely sure that my "Al ways fight a
bully" ad vice was re ally given in or der
to fo ment world peace. Sec ondly it was 
al ways fun to see what Bobby did next
(even if it was to Claude). One of the
things you do not for get is your first
meet ing with Bobby, or the resulting
ar range ments.

Mi chael Courtney

Aus tra lian open team for Commonwealth Games and PABF in 2002: 
George Gaspar, Bobby, Paul Marston and Ishmael Del'Monte


